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SUB J : HUMAN RIGHTS: HAITI 

REF: A. LONDON 12935, B. STATE 210007 

1 . AS FOOTNOTE TO DEPARTMENT'S EXCELLENT CABLE (REF B), 

LONDON MAY BE INTERESTED IN FOLLOWING COMMENTS PERTAINING TO 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL LETTER. 

2. POLITICALLY MOTIVATED ARRESTS. WE KNOW OF NO BASIS FOR THE 
CHARGE THAT THE GOH CONTINUES TO CARRY OUT POLITICALLY MOTIVA- 
TED ARRESTS. ARBITRARY ARRESTS FOR POLITICAL REASONS 
VIRTUALLY CEASED WITH THE INAUGURATION OF RELEASE OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN 1976-1977. NEITHER THE MILITARY (AT LEAST THOSE 

WHO ARE NOT IN A POLICE FUNCTION SUCH AS THE PORT AU PRINCE 
POLICE) NOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL SERVICE (WHICH INCLUDES 
REMNANTS OF THE OLD TIME TON TON MACOUTES) HAVE ARREST POWERS 
PER SE, BUT THEY ARE AUTHORIZED TO PICK UP PEOPLE AND TURN THEM 
OVER TO THE CHEFS DE SECTION IN THE RURAL AREAS AND THE 
POLICE IN URBAN AREAS. AND THEY HAVE CONTINUED TO DO SO FOR 
NON-POLITICAL MATTERS. UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, THOSE ARRESTED, 
PARTICULARLY MINOR MALEFACTORS. WERE OFTEN SUBJECTED TO 
LENGTHY DETENTION. IN JULY, IMPLICITLY ACKNOWLEDGING THIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT A 03449 221413Z 

DEFECT, GOH PUBLICIZED ITS DETERMINATION TO IMPLEMENT ARTICLE 
17 OF CONSTITUTION REQUIRING ALL DETAINEES TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE 
A JUDGE 48 HOURS AFTER THEIR DETENTION IN ORDER TO EVALUATE 
VALIDITY OF CHARGES AGAINST THEM. THERE IS AMPLE ROOM FOR 
IMPROVEMENT OF LEGAL SYSTEM, BUT GOH IS MOVING, SLOWLY, TOWARD 
ITS AMELIORATION. 
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